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Acrid Black Smoke:
Revisiting Blessed is the Flame in Insurrection 

and Anti-politics

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�]LQH�LV�WR�UHYLVLW�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQÀXHQWLDO�SLHFH�
of contemporary anarchist and nihilist writing in Blessed is the 
)ODPH�E\�6HUD¿QVNL��ZLWK�D�KHDY\�IRFXV�RQ�KLVWRU\��DQG�DSSO\�VRPH�
RI�WKH�FRQFHSWV�H[SORUHG�WR�WKH�XSULVLQJV�RI�������7KH�ERRN�H[DPĥ
LQHV�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPS�UHVLVWDQFH�GXULQJ�WKH�KRORFDXVW��LQFOXGLQJ�
LQVXUUHFWLRQV�DQG�VDERWDJHV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�WKRVH�DEGXFWHG��HQVODYHG��
DQG�VODXJKWHUHG�E\�WKH�QD]L�UHJLPH��0RVW��LI�QRW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�UHEHOOLRQV�
³IDLOHG´��WKH\�GLG�QRW�OHDG�WR�WKH�OLEHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDPSV�LQ�ZKLFK�
WKH\�RFFXUUHG��LI�SHRSOH�PDQDJHG�WR�HVFDSH��PRVW�RI�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�
ZHUH�UHFDSWXUHG�DQG�H[HFXWHG��:RUVH�VR��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�WKH�QD]LV�
ZRXOG�H[HFXWH�DOO�WKRVH�LQYROYHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�PDQ\�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW��DV�D�
form of collective punishment. This was a situation in which there 
were no illusions of the situation in rebellious minds. Fighting over 
FUXPEV�RI�EUHDG�IRU�QD]L�HQWHUWDLQPHQW��ULEV�SRNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKHLU�
SDSHU�WKLQ�VNLQ��FRQ¿QHG�WR�D�IDFWRU\�RI�GHDWK���WKH\�KDG�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�
have even a glimmer of hope that anyone would come rescue them. 
:LWK�WKHLU�ODVW�ELWV�RI�VWUHQJWK�DQG�IUHH�ZLOO�WKH\�FKRVH�WR�UHEHO��EXW�
ZKDW�IRU"�7KH�DXWKRU�XVHV�WKH�WHUP�MRXLVVDQFH�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�ÀHHWLQJ�
PRPHQW�RI�EOLVVIXO�HQMR\PHQW�LQ�WKH�QRZ�WKDW�RQH�KDV�LQ�DFWLQJ��DQG�
applies this concept to resistance in a hopeless situation. The author 
draws an analogy of concentration camp resistance to the present day 
WKURXJK�DQ�DQDUFKRĥQLKLOLVW�DQDO\VLV��ZLWK�WKH�FDWDVWURSKHV�FUHDWHG�E\�
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Final Words:

:KLOH�WKH�SDVW�\HDU�KDV�EHHQ�LQVSLULQJ��ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRPSODFHQW�
ZLWK�WKH�VSHFWDFOH�RI�JHQHUDOL]HG�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�86��-XVW�
DV�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ODJHU�UHEHOOLRQV�IDLOHG�LQ�OLEHUDWLRQ��WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV�
RI������DUH�QRWKLQJ�EXW�DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ��D�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV�LQ�
PRPHQWV��7KH�FRQWLQXHG�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�86��FDSLWDO��DQG�WKH�SROLFH�
that protect them shows that there is still much to do. 2020 was the 
LQVWDQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�KXUW�WKH�V\VWHP��EXW�LW�ZDV�
nothing but a minor scratch in the overall destruction of the monster. 
,Q�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV��PD\�WKH�SROLFH�DQG�WKHLU�VXSSRUWHUV�ORRN�XSRQ�
�����DV�D�³JRRG´�\HDU��5HVW�LQ�SRZHU�WR�DOO�WKRVH�PXUGHUHG�E\�SROLFH��
6�2�WR�DOO�UHEHOV�DJDLQVW�SROLFH�DQG�ODZ��)8&.�����)8&.�$0(5,&$��
%851�,7�'2:1��%851�'2:1�(9(5<�)8&.,1*�32/,&(�
67$7,21��(037<�$//�7+(�35,6216�

Afterword:

6LQFH�LW¶V�WDNHQ�PH�D�ZKLOH�WR�HGLW�WKLV��RQ���������'HUHN�&KDXYLQ�ZDV�
IRXQG�JXLOW\�RI�*HRUJH�)OR\GV�PXUGHU��:KLOH�LW¶V�FRVPLFDOO\�IXQQ\�
WKDW�KH�ZLOO�IDFH�WKH�VDPH�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�KH�KDV�IRUFHG�RQ�SHRSOH��
SHUKDSV�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�KLV�IHOORZ�SULVRQHUV�ZKR�,¶P�VXUH�
ZLOO�EH�HFVWDWLF�DW�KLV�SUHVHQFH��WKLV�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�DQDUFKLVWV�
RU�DEROLWLRQLVWV�VKRXOG�EH�KDSS\�DERXW��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�SULVRQV�RU�SROLFH�
VKRXOG�H[LVW�DQG�,�ZRQ¶W�MXVWLI\�HLWKHU��,W�LV�WKH�V\VWHP�WU\LQJ�WR�VDYH�
LWVHOI��QRW�D�EHDFRQ�RI�FKDQJH�RU�UHWULEXWLRQ�RU�MXVWLFH�ĪZKDWHYHU�WKDW�
LVī��,WV�GLVKHDUWHQLQJ��EHFDXVH�WKLV�ZLOO�OLNHO\�KDYH�LWV�LQWHQGHG�HɱHFW�
DQG�SDFLI\�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�VWUXJJOH�WKDW�ZH�VDZ�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��
especially with covid restrictions easing and biden being president. 
Those who desire freedom only have one option in getting free and 
WKDW�LV�WKH�WRWDO�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�SROLFH�DQG�ODZ��*UDQGLRVH�JRDO��,�NQRZ��
but there was a time without both of those and hopefully soon there 
will be a time without them again. Now is a time for more intense 
VWUHHW�FRQÀLFW�RQ�D�ODUJHU�VFDOH��QRW�VK\LQJ�DZD\�IURP�LW��,W�ZLOO�IRUHYHU�
EH�IXFN�WKH�86�XQWLO�LWV�EXUQW�WR�WKH�IXFNLQJ�JURXQG��5
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FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��LQGXVWULDO�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��HFRQRP\��DQG�SROLWLFV��,Q�WKH�
IDFH�RI�WKH�DOO�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�SUREOHPV��WKH�FROOHFWLYH�
KXPDQLW\�LV�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�FRPSOHWHO\�DQG�XWWHUO\�IXFNHG�

7KLV�]LQH�¿UVW�H[SORUHV�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV�RI������WKURXJK�D�QHJDWLYH�DQG�
DQWLĥSROLWLFDO�IUDPHZRUN��QRWLQJ�WKH�DXWRQRPRXV�DɷQLW\�IRUPDWLRQV��
ODFN�RI�H[SOLFLW�GHPDQGV��¿JKW�IRU�VXUYLYDO��DQG�JHQHUDOL]HG�XQFRQWUROODELOLW\�
RI�WKHP��,W�WLHV�WKHVH�FRQFHSWV�LQWR�UHEHOOLRQV�VHHQ�LQ�QD]L�ODJHUV1��
ZKHUH�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV��GHVSHUDWH�-HZV�PRXQWHG�OLEHUDWRU\�FDPSDLJQV�
DORQH�LQ�¿QDO�DFWV�RI�UHEHOOLRQ�DJDLQVW�GRPLQDWLRQ��7KLV�VHFWLRQ�DOVR�
touches on the use of modern technology mobilizing to be used to 
IDFLOLWDWH�H[WHUPLQDWLRQ�DW�WKH�WLPH��DORQJVLGH�WKH�PRVW�SULPLWLYH�
WHFKQRORJLHV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ��7KH�VDPH�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WRGD\��DORQJ�ZLWK�
¿UHDUPV��WDVHUV��VRXQG�FDQQRQV��DQG�SHSSHU�VSUD\��SHRSOH�DUH�EHDWHQ�
ZLWK�FOXEV��¿VWV��DQG�VKLHOGV�

7KH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�WRXFKHV�RQ�KRZ�IHDU�DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IHDU�RI�FROOHFWLYH�
punishment play into how people view and participate in rebellions. 
,W�VWDUWV�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�RXWVLGH�DJLWDWRU�DQG�DGYHQWXULVW�FULWLTXHV�
W\SLFDOO\�OHYLHG�DJDLQVW�WKRVH�FRXUDJHRXV�HQRXJK�WR�PDWHULDOO\�¿JKW�
EDFN�DJDLQVW�GRPLQDWLRQ��VSHDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKHP��:LWKLQ�
both these tropes and the narrative of collective punishment lies the 
blaming of the oppressed rebel rather than forces of power that are 
GRLQJ�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKLQJ��,W�IXUWKHU�WRXFKHV�RQ�VHYHUDO�LQVWDQFHV�
ZKHUH�-HZLVK�UHEHOOLRQV�ZHUH�OHIW�ZLWKRXW�OHIWLVW�DFFRPSOLFHV�EHFDXVH�
of fears of collective punishment and for the leftists own self 
SUHVHUYDWLRQ��8OWLPDWHO\�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�FULWLTXHV�OLH�XQDFNQRZOHGJHG�
personal fears and from that comes blame laced with reactionary 
betrayal.

7KH�VXEVHTXHQW�VHFWLRQ�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�LGHDV�RI�IXWXULW\�DQG�WKH�
PDU[LVW�P\WK�RI�VRFLHWDO�SURJUHVVLRQ��FRXQWHULQJ�ZLWK�QHJDWLYH�LGHDV��
,Q�PDQ\�FDVHV�LQ�WKH�ODJHUV��-HZV�ZHUH�OHIW�DORQH�WR�UHYROW�IRU�WKHLU�
OLYHV�RU�VLPSO\�WKHLU�GLJQLW\��ZKLOH�RUJDQL]HG�FRPPXQLVWV�ZDLWHG�
for the nonexistent perfect revolutionary moment and planned for 
IXWXUH�JRYHUQDQFH��,W�IXUWKHU�JRHV�RQ�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�GLɱHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
SRVLWLYH�SURMHFWV�EHLQJ�GH¿QHG�E\�WKHLU�UHODWLRQ�WR�FRQYHQWLRQDO�PRUDO�
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IUDPHZRUNV�DQG�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�P\WK��DQG�QHJDWLYH�
SURMHFWV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�OLHV�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�GRPLQDQW�
V\VWHPV�WKH\�VHHN�WR�QHJDWH��7KLV�VHFWLRQ�¿QLVKHV�ZLWK�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�
RI�WKH�GRFLOLW\�EUHG�E\�IXWXUH�RULHQWHG�WKLQNLQJ��SXWWLQJ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
the inspiration to be drawn from rebellious acts in seemingly hopeless 
situations.

,Q�WKH�¿QDO�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SLHFH��WKH�IDLOXUHV�RI�OHIW�LGHRORJ\�DUH�
H[SORUHG��ERWK�FRQWHPSRUDULO\�DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�WKH�QD]L�ODJHUV��,W�H[SODLQV�
their irrelevance in the recent wave of insurrections as they straddle 
the space between protecting the petty bourgeoisie academic status 
that comes from minor embrace of the liberal left and waiting for 
WKHLU�IDEOHG�UHYROXWLRQ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�PDWHULDOO\�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�DFWLYH�
insurrection.

7KH�ODJHU�UHEHOOLRQV�DUH�LQFUHGLEO\�LQVSLUDWLRQDO��PXFK�RI�ZKDW�
LV�W\SLFDOO\�WDXJKW�DERXW�HYHQWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�KRORFDXVW��86�VODYHU\�
FLYLO�ZDU��DQG�HYHQ�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV�RI�WRGD\�DUH�SURSDJDQGD�RI�WKH�
progressive myth of history. Populations upon which unimaginable 
atrocities are perpetrated upon are more often than not portrayed 
DV�GRFLOH�DQG�DFFHSWLQJ�RI�WKHLU�FRQGLWLRQV��SOD\LQJ�LQWR�WKH�P\WKV�
RI��LQQRFHQFH�DQG�PRUDO�JRRGQHVV��,Q�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�WKHVH�WKLQJV�DUH�
taught there is typically some paternal military force that “liberates” 
WKRVH�LQ�FRQ¿QHPHQW�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�VRPH�OHJDO�RXWFRPH��:KLOH�LQ�
PDQ\�FDVHV�WKLV�LV�D�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�HQG�RI�VXFK�VLWXDWLRQV��WKLV�WHOOLQJ�
of history discounts or neglects the rebellions of the subjugated. 
These are more powerful expressions of human resilience than any 
PLOLWDU\�RU�SDWHUQDOLVWLF�DFWLRQ��:LWKLQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�KRSHOHVV�VLWXDWLRQV��
ZLWK�QR�H[SHFWDWLRQ�RI�YLFWRU\��¿JKWLQJ�EDFN�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�RQH�FDQ�
EH�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�RI�WKHPVHOI��$SSURDFKLQJ�WKH�OHYLDWKDQ�
RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��WKH�SHUFHLYHG�DEVROXWH�FRQWURO�LW�KDV�RYHU�HYHU\WKLQJ��
KRZ�FRXOG�RQH�IHHO�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�WKH�XUJH�WR�GHVWUR\�LW�LQ�WKHLU�ERQHV��
yet absolutely powerless to do so. No individual action will in any 
PHDQLQJIXO�ZD\�KDUP�WKH�V\VWHP��EXW�WKH\�GR�SURYLGH�OLWWOH�VSDUNV�
LQ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�WKLQN�VLPLODUO\��,W�RQO\�WDNHV�RQH�VSDUN�
WR�OLJKW�D�¿UH�XQGHU�WKH�ULJKW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��$FWXDO�UHEHOOLRQ�LQ�WKH�
streets can actively inspire others to rebel. This is why images such as 
WKH��UG�SUHFLQFW�EXUQLQJ�GRZQ�DUH�VR�LPSRUWDQW��,W�LV�WKH�RQO\�WLPH�
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is well documented. Here again the focus will be on examples from 
%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�)ODPH��:KLOH�&RPPXQLVWV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�RSSRQHQWV�RI�
the nazi regime did comprise a large percentage of population in the 
ODJHUV��WKHUH�DUH�PXOWLSOH�LQVWDQFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHLU�XQZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�
DFW��RXW�RI�VHOI�SUHVHUYDWLRQ��OHDG�WR�RWKHUV�UHEHOOLQJ�DQG�G\LQJ�ZLWKĥ
RXW�DOOLHV��$�IHZ�RI�WKHVH�LQVWDQFHV�DUH�RXWOLQHG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQV��$�
OLQH�WKDW�HQFRPSDVVHV�WKLV�QRWLRQ�ZHOO�LV�³,W�VSHDNV�WR�WKH�YHU\�QDWXUH�
RI�RXU�GRPHVWLFDWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�UHVLVW�LQVRIDU�DV�ZH�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�ZLQ´��
7KLV�TXRWH�ZHOO�GHVFULEHV�WKH�DWWLWXGHV�RI�OHIWLVWV��EDFN�LQ�WKH���¶V�DQG�
WRGD\��WKDW�WKH�FDSDFLW\�IRU�UHVLVWDQFH�LV�SURSRUWLRQDO�WR�WKH�SUREDELOLW\�
RI�WKH�GHVLUHG�RXWFRPH��7UDGLWLRQDOO\��WKLV�LV�VRPH�NLQG�RI�UHYROXWLRQ�
DQG�EXLOGLQJ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�³EHWWHU´�LQGXVWULDO�SURGXFWLRQ�VRFLHW\��7KH�
odds are never in the rebels favor. Underground resistance organizations 
in the lagers and leftist orgs of today have a common problem of 
“organizing” for a revolution that will never come. The underĥ
JURXQG�UHVLVWDQFH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZHUH�RUJDQL]LQJ�QRW�IRU�DQ�XSULVLQJ��
EXW�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�VXUYLYDO��IDQWDVL]LQJ�RI�WKH�ZD\V�WKH\�FRXOG�FRQWURO�
RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��,Q�WKH�PRGHUQ�GD\��OHIWLVWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�QRW�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�UHEHOOLRQV��7KH\�WXUQ�WKHLU�QRVHV�XS�DQG�VFRɱ�DW�WKRVH�
brave enough to directly oppose the systems they claim to be against. 
7KH\�DUH�QRW�RUJDQL]LQJ�IRU�XSULVLQJV��WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�H[LVW�RQO\�
WR�IHHG�WKHLU�RZQ�VRFLDO�DQG�FDUHHU�DVSLUDWLRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�YLUWXH�VLJQDO�
WKHLU�PRUDO�³JRRGQHVV´��7KH�OHIW�UHOLVKHV�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�LUUHOHYDQFH��QRW�
UHDOL]LQJ�WKDW�LW�LV�DXWRQRPRXV�LQGLYLGXDOV�DFWLQJ�LQ�DQWLĥSROLWLFDO��
asymmetric formations that are proliferating insurrections and not 
their “organizing” by any means. The paternalism of their concepts of 
RUJDQL]LQJ�VKRXOG�ZDUUDQW�DFWLYH�KRVWLOLW\��LW�LV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�GLɱHUHQW�
GRPLQDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��LPDJHV�VXFK�DV�WKH��UG�SUHFLQFW�EXUQLQJ�GRZQ�
JDYH�SHRSOH�D�QHZ�LGHD�RI�ZKDW�LV�SRVVLEOH��,W�VSDUNHG�LQVXUUHFWLRQDU\�
ideas and actions in the collective consciousness that far surpass anyĥ
WKLQJ�WKDW�OHIWLVWV�FDQ�LPDJLQH��RU�HYHQ�DQDUFKLVWV�IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU�



And What of The Left?

7KH�SROLFH�SRVH�D�PDWHULDO�WKUHDW�WR�SHRSOH��SDUWLFXODUO\�EODFN�SHRSOH��
The reality of the US is that the police are an occupying force that 
use monopolization of violence to enforce the colonization of this 
land and its evolutions. The police grew out of the slave catchers 
DQG�FXW�WKHLU�WHHWK�LQ�ZDUIDUH�LQ�WKH�ODERU�ZDUV��PRGHUQL]LQJ�WKHLU�
DUPRULHV�DQG�WDFWLFV�LQ�WKH�GUXJ�ZDUV��/HIWLVWV�ZKR�FDOO�IRU�XQLW\�
DJDLQVW�D�³FRPPRQ´�HQHP\�DUH�ZRHIXOO\�QDLYH�LQ�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�DVNLQJ�
for. To be a leftist in the modern day is to have ignored the history 
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��GRRPHG�WR�UHSHDW�LW��QRW�RXW�RI�LJQRUDQFH��EXW�
out of some misguided sense of historical progress and tradition. The 
LUUHOHYDQFH�DQG�KLVWRU\�RI�FRXQWHUĥUHYROXWLRQ�RI�YDULRXV�OHIWLVW�VHFWV�
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7R�¿QLVK�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�ZLWK�D�SRLJQDQW�TXRWH�IURP�WKH�WH[W�DERXW�IXWXULW\�
LQ�WKH�ODJHUV�³WKH�RQJRLQJ�SURPLVH�RI�IXWXULW\�NHSW�PDQ\�GRFLOH�LQ�
D�V\VWHP�WKDW�XOWLPDWHO\�SURGXFHG�WZR�WKLQJV��JHUPDQ�ZHDOWK�DQG�
FRUSVHV´��7KH�EUHYLW\�DQG�SRZHU�RI�WKLV�VHQWHQFH�VSHDNV�YROXPHV��
and a contemporary analogy to the US would not be an exaggeration. 
7KH�SURPLVH�RI�D�IXWXUH�LV�D�FDUURW�RQ�D�VWLFN�WKDW�OHDGV�PDQ\�WR�D�
docile state in even the most dire situations. There was no rational 
SRVLWLYH�SROLWLFDO�SURMHFW�WR�OLEHUDWH�WKH�ODJHUV�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH��MXVW�
as there is no positive political project that will destroy the US or 
WKH�SROLFH��:KHQ�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�D�IXWLOH�VLWXDWLRQ��GRHV�RQH�UHPDLQ�
GRFLOH�RU�GRHV�RQH�GHFLGH�WR�¿JKW"�7KH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�DQ�
insurmountable system is not a rational political project aimed at 
SURJUHVVLQJ�WR�D�EHWWHU�IXWXUH��LW�LV�D�GHFLVLRQ�WR�GR�VR�LQ�VSLWH�RI�
WKH�ODFN�RI�WKDW�IXWXUH��:LWKLQ�WKLV�GHFLVLRQ�LV�D�FKRLFH�WR�SXUVXH�
DQ�XQNQRZDEOH�RUWKRJRQDO4�IXWXUH��WR�EUHDN�QRW�MXVW�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�
OLQHDULW\�RI�WLPH��EXW�EUHDN�WKH�GLPHQVLRQDOLW\�RI�WKDW�WLPH��LW¶V�VLPSO\�
D�\HV�RU�QR��,Q�WKH�WH[W�WKHUH�LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�D�UHEHOOLRQ�VSXUUHG�E\�
D�ZRPDQ�ZKRVH�QDPH�KDV�EHHQ�FRQIXVHG�E\�WKH�RUDO�WUDGLWLRQ��ZKR�
VKRW�DQ�66�JXDUG�WR�GHDWK�LQVLGH�D�ZRPDQ¶V�GUHVVLQJ�URRP��7KLV�DFWLRQ�
became mythos in the camp and also inspired a later rebellion the 
VDPH�GD\��,W�DOVR�UHPLQGHG�WKRVH�HQVODYHG�WKDW�WKH�66�ZHUH�PRUWDO��
What happened at the 3rd precinct reminds us it was just a building. 
:DWFKLQJ�SROLFH�GURS�WR�WKH�JURXQG�DIWHU�D�EULFN�VWULNHV�WKHP�LQ�WKH�
head reminds us they are mortal.

4Orthogonal��3HUSHQGLFXODU��D�VSDFH�LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�DQRWKHU

in manys lives that there is seemingly a path being paved for a world 
without police. There was no militaristic campaign waged against the 
0LQQHDSROLV�3ROLFH��LW�ZDV�VLPSO\�WKH�XQFRQWUROODELOLW\�RI�WKRXVDQGV�
of peoples fury and their desire for true freedom. The state is actively 
PXUGHULQJ�SHRSOH��DFWLYHO\�OHWWLQJ�WKHP�GLH�RI�GLVHDVH��IRUFLQJ�WKHP�
RXW�RI�VKHOWHU��DFWLYHO\�SURWHFWLQJ�IRRG�DV�FRPPRGLW\��7KH�VWDWH�DQG�
all its collaborators provide nothing but a constant cycle of misery for 
the people who are unfortunate enough to be under its subjugation. 
,Q�WKLV�VHHPLQJO\�KRSHOHVV�VLWXDWLRQ��ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZHUH�IDFHG�ZLWK�WKH�
GHFLVLRQ�RI�GRFLOLW\�RU�KRVWLOLW\��WKH\�FKRVH�KRVWLOLW\�LQ�D�VSHFWDFXODU�
IDVKLRQ��$QDUFKLVP�LQ�DFWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�RFFXU�EHFDXVH�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�
ULRW�KDV�UHDG�DOO�RI�WKH�WH[WV�DQG�OHDUQHG�DOO�WKH�ULRW�WHFKQLTXHV��LW�
KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�UHDFK�WKH�VDPH�FRQFOXVLRQ�DERXW�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ��WKHUH�
LV�P\VHOI�DQG�WKHUH�LV�P\�GRPLQDWLRQ��DQG�,�DP�DJDLQVW�P\�GRPLQDWLRQ�

7KH�JHQHUDOL]HG�UHYROWV�RI�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������ZHUH�DZH�LQVSLULQJ��
LW�ZDV�OLNHO\�WKH�ODUJHVW�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ZHDOWK�LQ�86�KLVWRU\��LW�DOVR�
DWWDFNHG�VRFLHW\�RQ�YDULRXV�OHYHOV�Ī�FDSLWDO��SROLFH��PHGLD��HWF�ī��$IWHU�
\HDUV�RI�ZDWFKLQJ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�IRUP��ÀRXQGHU��DQG�QRW�D�GDPQ�
WKLQJ�FKDQJLQJ���WKLV�LV�VHHPLQJO\�GLɱHUHQW��:KLOH�QRWKLQJ�³RɷFLDOO\´�
KDV�FKDQJHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�V\VWHP��WKLV�ZDYH�RI�LQVXUUHFWLRQV�
demonstrated peoples capacity to absolutely destroy the illusion 
RI�RUGHU�WKH�VWDWH�OLNHV�WR�SURMHFW��7KH�LQFRPSUHKHQVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�
LQVXUUHFWLRQV�OHQGHG�WR�WKHLU�SRZHU��WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�IRU�WKH�VWDWH�
WR�JUDVS�DW��QRWKLQJ�IRU�WKH�UHFXSHUDWLYH�IRUFHV�WR�KRS�RQWR��WKLV�ZDV�
VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�OD\�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�IUDPHZRUNV��2QFH�WKLQJV�FRROHG�
Rɱ�DQG�JRW�SHDFHIXO�DJDLQ��WKHVH�IRUFHV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ZHDVHO�WKHLU�
ZD\V�LQ�DQG�PDQLSXODWH�³$EROLVK�WKH�3ROLFH´�WR�³'HIXQG�WKH�3ROLFH´����
ZKLFK�HYHQ�WKDW�PLOTXHWRDVW�UKHWRULF�LV�WRR�PXFK��:H�PXVW�³'HVWUR\�
the Police!”. That is the only thing that people have the capacity 
WR�GR��HYHQ�DEROLWLRQ�LV�DQ�DSSHDO�WR�ODZ��5HFXSHUDWLYH�IRUFHV�PXVW�
actively be fought against in insurrectionary moments and made to 
NQRZ�WKH\�DUH�XQZHOFRPH��*RLQJ�IRUZDUG��WKHUH�PXVW�EH�ZD\V�IRU�
these insurrections to maintain their teeth for extended periods. 
+RSHIXOO\��LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV�WKH�DFULG�EODFN�VPRNH�RI�WKH�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�
RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�PRUH�IUHTXHQW�VLJKW�WR�ORRN�XSRQ�LQ�WKH�VN\�
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Blessed is the Flame is a few years old at this point and revisiting it 
in modern context would be interesting. This piece is not intended 
WR�EH�D�IXOO�FULWLTXH�DQG�DQDO\VLV�RI�%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�)ODPH��LW�LV�MXVW�
PHDQW�WR�ÀHVK�RXW�VRPH�FRQQHFWLRQV�IURP�WKH�WH[W�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�
PRPHQW��:LWK�WKDW�EHLQJ�VDLG��WKLV�SLHFH�LV�QRW�WU\LQJ�WR�PLQLPL]H�WKH�
DWURFLWLHV�RI�WKH�KRORFDXVW��QRU�HPEHOOLVK�WKH�FXUUHQW�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�
the average person in the western world experiences. The holocaust 
ZDV�D�XQLTXH�FUXHOW\�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�DJH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�
cutting edge industrial technology to orchestrate planned mass death. 
7KH�FRQWLQXHG�DQWLĥEODFNQHVV�DQG�FRORQLDOLVP�SHUSHWXDWHG�E\�WKH�86�
are inspirations for the cruelties of the holocaust and are disgusting 
atrocities in and of themselves. This is also not meant to be an all 
HQFRPSDVVLQJ�FULWLTXH�RI�WKH�86��WKDW�ZRXOG�WDNH�D�PXFK�PRUH�ORQJ�
IRUP�SLHFH�Ī�L�H��VRPH�WKLQJV�PLJKW�EH�PLVVLQJī��)RU�EUHYLW\¶V�VDNH��WKH�
ZKLWH�VXSUHPDFLVW�FRORQLDO�FLVĥKHWHURSDWULDUFKDO�V\VWHP�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�
GRPLQDQW�LQ�WKH�86�ZLOO�EH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�³�WKH�V\VWHP´�LQ�WKLV�SLHFH��
unless otherwise distinguished. The connections here to be emphasized 
are the hopelessness of the situations and not a direct comparison of the 
cruelties.

8

WKH�UHVSHFWDELOLW\�SROLWLFV�PDLQWDLQHG�E\�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
WDNH�XS�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�V\VWHP�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWHV�DQ�
illusion of choice in the matter. People participate in positive projects 
WR�PDNH�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�PRUH�OLYDEOH��QRW�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��
$V�SXW�LQ�%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�)ODPH��WKHUH�LV�D�³PDJQHWLF�FRPSXOVLRQ�WR�
LGHQWLI\�RXUVHOYHV�SRVLWLYHO\�LQ�VRFLHW\´��WKH�WH[W�JLYHV�WKH�H[DPSOHV�
RI�IRRG�QRW�ERPEV��PXVLF��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQL]LQJ�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�
positive projects that play into respectability politics on the terms 
RI�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��:LWKLQ�WKLV�SRVLWLYH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�RQHVHOI�LQ�
WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DOVR�EHLQJ�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�GRPLQDWLRQ��RQH�SOD\V�LQWR�
WKH�V\VWHP�RI�PRUDOLW\�GH¿QHG�E\�WKH�YHU\�V\VWHP�LWVHOI��)RRG�1RW�
%RPEV��IRU�H[DPSOH��MXVWL¿HV�LWV�DQDUFKLVP�E\�VD\LQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�DNLQ�
WR�³DQDUFKLVWV�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�MXVW�GHVWUR\��ZH�JLYH�IRRG�WR�WKH�KXQJU\��ZH�
are good people”. This plays into a need to justify anarchism withĥ
in the context of mainstream moral “goodness” and through doing 
VR�ZHDNHQV�DQ�DQDUFKLVWLF�SUDFWLFH�RI�PXWXDO�DLG�WKURXJK�D�IRRG�
distribution that is more similar to charity than the mutual aid it 
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VWULYHV�WR�EH��7KH�ODFNLQJ�SDUW�
is the mutual sustenance and 
relationships that propagate 
struggle against domination.3 

The positive politic views a need 
IRU�PRUDO�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
SRVLWLYLW\�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��LQ�UHDOLW\�
boosting the positivists activist 
credentials through the game of 
clout. The negative position 
has no need for justification 
any further than the system 
of dominations existence. The 
GLɱHUHQFHV�LQ�SRVLWLRQ�KHUH�EHLQJ�
WKDW��DV�6HUD¿QVNL�SXWV�LW��³SRVLWLYH�
projects are the means of surviving 
WKH�RUGHU��QHJDWLYH�SURMHFWV�DUH�WKH�
means of destroying it completely.”

37KLV�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�SHRSOH�VKRXOGQ·W�KHOS�RWKHUV�VXUYLYH�LI�WKDW·V�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�GR��+RZHYHU��SHRSOH�
VKRXOG�EH�DXWKHQWLF�DQG�UHDOLVWLF�DERXW�ZKDW�WKHLU�SURMHFWV�DQG�JRDOV�DUH��,V�LW�PXWXDO"�,V�LW�DLG"�:KDW�DUH�
WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�D�SURMHFW"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�UHDVRQLQJV�EHKLQG�D�SURMHFW"



acted in spontaneous or “premature” insurrections were focused on 
“saving lives and staging resistance”. The case for action in the now 
FDQ�EH�VXPPHG�XS�LQ�WKH�SKUDVH�³WKHUH�LV�QR�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�LV�
KDSSHQLQJ�WRPRUURZ�WR�GHVWUR\�D�WRGD\�WKDW�PDNHV�\RX�EOHHG�´�+HUHĥ
LQ�OLHV�WKH�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�SROLWLFDO�SRVLWLRQV�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�
WKH�V\VWHP�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��SROLWLFV�DV�D�ZKROH�LV�D�SRVLWLYH�SURMHFW��
building and planning for a future within some anthropocentric 
VWUXFWXUH�WKDW�H[LVWV�RU�RQH�KRSHV�WR�H[LVW��$�PRUH�QHJDWLYH�SURMHFW�
DFFHSWV�WKH�XQFRQWUDOODELOLW\�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��WKURZLQJ�WKLV�QRWLRQ�
E\�WKH�ZD\VLGH��,Q�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQ��WKH�RQO\�WLPH�WKDW�H[LVWV�LV�WKH�
OLEHUDWRU\�VSDFH�RI�WKH�QRZ��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�EHFRPHV�KRZ�GRHV�RQH�DFW�
WR�OLEHUDWH�RQHVHOI�LQ�WKH�LPPHGLDF\"�,Q�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQDU\�PRPHQW�
WLPH�ERWK�FHDVHV�DQG�PRYHV�D�PLOOLRQ�PLOHV�DQ�KRXU��HYHU\�PRPHQW�
LV�D�OLIHWLPH��ZKLOH�DOVR�EHLQJ�SUHFLRXV�LQ�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�IRU�LPPHGLDWH�
DFWLRQ��:LWKLQ�WKHVH�PRPHQWV�OLH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�UXSWXUH�IXWXULW\�LWVHOI��
WKDW�LV�WKH�IXWXULW\�DOO�EXW�JXDUDQWHHG�E\�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��7KH�VHHPLQJO\�
PRVW�HɱHFWLYH�PHDQV�DW�FRPEDWLQJ�WKDW�IXWXUH�DUH�WKH�FRPSOHWH�
UXSWXUHV�VHHQ�LQ�JHQHUDOL]HG�LQVXUUHFWLRQV��,Q�WKHVH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
WKH�¿QDQFLDO�IXWXUH�LV�DWWDFNHG�E\�WKH�ORRWLQJ�DQG�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�
JRRGV�DQG�PRQH\�HQ�PDVVH��7KH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�SROLFH�VWDWH�LV�DWWDFNHG�
WKURXJK�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH�DQG�WKH�YHLO�RI�FRQWURO�
they presumably have on social situations. The police being a physical 
PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODZ��WKLV�LV�DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�OHJDOLW\�LWVHOI�DQG�WKXV�
the futurity of the state.

6\VWHPV�RI�UHSUHVVLRQ�KDYH�ZRUNHG�VXFK�WKDW�WKH\�PRELOL]H�WR�
protect the future desired by those in power. Whether that is a 
future dominated by an aryan race at the expense of “undesirables” 
or the ideological forefather of that in the white supremacist colonial 
V\VWHP�RI�WKH�86��,Q�GHIHQVH�RI�WKDW�IXWXUH��WKH�HQWLUH�OLQHDJH�RI�
violence these systems are built upon will be used against those who 
wish to negate it. That is why the more desirable fantasy is the one 
RI�WKH�SRVLWLYH�SURMHFW��LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�DUH�SODQQLQJ�IRU�D�GLɱHUHQW�
future within the context of existing in the same linear time as the 
FXUUHQW�V\VWHP��$V�WKH�PDU[LVW�WKHRORJ\�VWDWHV��WKH�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI�
SURGXFWLRQ�VRFLHW\�LV�IURP�SULPLWLYH�IRUPV��WR�IHXGDOLVP��WKURXJK�
FDSLWDOLVP��WKHQ�WR�VRFLDOLVP�DQG�FRPPXQLVP��7KH�SROLWLFDO�SRVLWLRQ�
GRHV�QRW��UHTXLUH�RQH�WR�EH�DW�ZDU�ZLWK�WKH�H[LVWHQW��LW�RQO\�UHTXLUHV�
one to desire to conserve and reform it. Positive projects appeal to 
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Contemporary Anti-Politics and Insurrection:

)DFLQJ�D�JOREDO�GLVHDVH�SDQGHPLF�XQOLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�SDVW�����
\HDUV��WKH�IRUFHV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�ZHUH�RULJLQDOO\�FRQIXVHG�DERXW�ZKDW�
WR�GR�LQ�������,Q�DQ�HɱRUW�WR�VWRS�VSUHDGLQJ�&29,'ĥ����LQLWLDOO\�
PDQ\�FLWLHV�DQG�WRZQV�VWRSSHG�DUUHVWLQJ�SHRSOH�IRU�PLQRU�RɱHQVHV�
LQ�HɱRUWV�WR�DYRLG�ZKDW�FRXOG�EHFRPH�PDVV�GHDWK�HYHQWV�RFFXUULQJ�
IURP�SDFNLQJ�GHVSHUDWH�SHRSOH�LQWR�MDLOV�XQ¿W�WR�FRUUHFWO\�LPSOHPHQW�
pandemic protocols. There were also calls to and action on active 
GHFDUFHUDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�WR�UHGXFH�SRSXODWLRQ�GHQVLW\�LQ�SULVRQV��
again to attempt to implement correct pandemic protocols in the 
DOUHDG\�RYHUFURZGHG�SULVRQ�V\VWHP��,W�LV�XQFOHDU�ZKHQ�WKH�V\VWHP�
GHFLGHG�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�KHDUWOHVV�QRUP�RI�FDUFHUDO�IXQFWLRQLQJ��EXW�
WKH�SDQGHPLF�SURWRFROV�GLG�QRW�ODVW�IRU�ORQJ��2Q�0D\���WK��SROLFH�
RɷFHU�'HUHN�&KDXYLQ�MR\IXOO\�FKRNHG�*HRUJH�)OR\G�WR�GHDWK�ZLWK�
KLV�NQHH�LQ�0LQQHDSROLV��01��7KH�VWDWH�RQFH�DJDLQ�PXUGHUHG�D�EODFN�
SHUVRQ��WKLV�WLPH�WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�)OR\G�XVLQJ�DQ�DOOHJHGO\�IDNH�
FKHFN�IRU�Ĳ���DW�D�JURFHU\�VWRUH��,Q�D�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�
UHDFWLRQ��SDQGHPLF�DQ[LHW\��DQG�SXUH�UDJH�WRZDUGV�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�LWV�FDOORXV�DQWLĥEODFNQHVV��0LQQHDSROLV�
HUXSWHG�LQ�GD\V�RI�XQUHVW��)ROORZLQJ�*HRUJH�)OR\GV�PXUGHU��SHRSOH�
DFURVV�WKH�86�FRQWLQXHG�WR�H[DFW�WKHLU�YHQJHDQFH��IXULRXV�DW�WKH�
PXUGHUV�RI�$KPDXG�$UEHU\��%UHRQQD�7D\ORU��DQG�5D\VKDUG�%URRNV��
among many others. Seemingly every city in the US erupted into 
immense rioting and looting. Several moments from these riots stand 
RXW��WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�EHLQJ�WKH�EXUQLQJ�GRZQ�RI�WKH�0LQQHDSROLV�
3'��UG�SUHFLQFW��EXW�DOVR�WKH�VLHJH�RI�&11�+4�E\�UHEHOV�LQ�$WODQWD��
and the overhead footage of burning police cars at city hall in Philaĥ
delphia come to mind immediately. These rebellions were continual 
WKURXJKRXW�PXFK�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�KDOI�RI�������ZLWK�3RUWODQG��25�ULRWLQJ�
IRU������QLJKWV�VWUDLJKW��DQ�$XWRQRPRXV�=RQH�EHLQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�
6HDWWOH��DV�ZHOO�DV�RQH�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD��UHEHOOLRQV�LQ�.HQRVKD��:,���
&KLFDJR��DQG�/DQFDVWHU��3D�DV�SROLFH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�PXUGHU�SHRSOH��
The most recent riots at the time of this writing have been those 
in Philadelphia and cities in solidarity against the murder of Walter 
:DOODFH�-U��E\�3KLODGHOSKLD�3'�
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2QH�VWULNLQJ�HOHPHQW�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�EODFNĥOHG�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�ZDYH�ZDV�
LWV�DQWLĥSROLWLFDO�QDWXUH��7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�RXW�WKHUH�¿JKWLQJ�
EDFN�DJDLQVW�IRUFHV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�ZHUH�GRLQJ�VR�QRW�LQ�DGKHUHQFH�
WR�VRPH�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJ\�RU�SODWIRUP��EXW�LQ�QHJDWLRQ�RI�RQH��7KLV�
LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�SHRSOH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�LQGLYLGXDO�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJLHV��
however the cohesive force of these insurrections was pure negativity 
WRZDUGV�WKH�WRWDOLW\�RI�WKH�86�E\�EODFN�SHRSOH�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�OLWHUDO�
OLYHV�DQG�WKRVH�LQ�DɷQLW\�ZLWK�WKDW�¿JKW��7KLV�QHJDWLYLW\�LV�DQ�DFWLYH�
IRUFH�WKDW�VHHNV�WKH�DEVROXWH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�V\VWHP��LQ�FRQWUDVW�
ZLWK�D�SRVLWLYLW\�WKDW�DLPV�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�V\VWHP�ĪRU�DW�OHDVW�KRSHV�
WRī��:LWKLQ�ULRWRXV�PRPHQWV�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDVVLYH�UHGLVWULEXWLRQV�RI�
ZHDOWK��GLUHFW�FRPEDW�ZLWK�WKH�SROLFH��HYHQ�PRPHQWDU\�SRVVLELOLWLHV�
of liberation. The insurrections were not a body the state could neĥ
JRWLDWH�ZLWK��WKH\�ZHUH�DQ�DPRUSKRXV�FROOHFWLYH�ODVKLQJ�RXW��WR�ZKLFK�
WKH�VWDWH�KDG���RSWLRQV��FUXVK�ZLWK�PDVVLYH�IRUFH�RU�KRSHOHVVO\�WKURZ�
concessions to the public until the anger has subsided. There are no 
IRUPDO�GHFODUDWLRQV�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�D�ULRWRXV�PRPHQW��LQ�RQH�LQVWDQFH�
WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DOO�ZH¶YH�HYHU�NQRZQ�UDGLDWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�VWUHHWV�
DQG�LQ�WKH�QH[W��OLIH�JRHV�RQ�DPRQJVW�WKH�EURNHQ�JODVV��JOLPPHULQJ�
LQ�WKH�VXQOLJKW�OLNH�WKH�¿UVW�VQRZ�ÀXUULHV�RI�ZLQWHU��$QHFGRWDOO\��WR�
SDUDSKUDVH�D�FRPPRQ�UHIUDLQ�KHDUG��³SHRSOH�KDYH�WULHG�VLWĥLQV��SHDFHĥ
IXO�SURWHVW��ER\FRWWV��SHWLWLRQLQJ��OHJLVODWLRQ��WUDLQLQJ��IXQGLQJ��\HW�
WKH�SROLFH�VWD\�NLOOLQJ�EODFN�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�86�DQG�JHWWLQJ�DZD\�ZLWK�
it...what options are left besides riot?” Within this sentiment exists 
the sobering reality that there is not a positive project that will stop 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�IURP�PXUGHULQJ�EODFN�SHRSOH��RU�RSHUDWLQJ�SULVRQV��
or subjecting people to the existential punishment of poverty. These 
V\VWHPV�UHTXLUH�DEVROXWH�GHVWUXFWLRQ��SXOOLQJ�WKHP�XS�E\�WKH�URRW�VR�
QRW�D�UHPQDQW�LV�OHIW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQG�WKHP�

7KH�G\QDPLFV�RI�DQWLĥSROLWLFDO�UHEHOOLRQ�EULQJV�WR�PLQG�WZR�XSULVLQJV�
KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�)ODPH��WKRVH�RI�6RELERU�DQG�7UHEOLQND��
3KLOLS�%LDORZLW]�ZURWH�RI�6RELERU�³����,�DP�ZLWQHVVLQJ�WKH�WRROV�RI�
WKH�PRGHUQ�DJH��WUDLQV��DVVHPEO\�OLQHV��DQG�JDV�HQJLQHV�WR�HɷFLHQWO\���
PXUGHU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHRSOH�RQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�GD\��$QG�\HW��KRZ�QHZ�LV�
WKLV�UHDOO\"�7KH�SULPLWLYH�ZKLSV�XVHG�E\�WKH�JHUPDQV�DUH�QR�GLɱHUHQW�
from those used by brutal slave masters for thousands of years”. This 
TXRWH�ZUDSV�XS�ZHOO�D�FRUH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKLV�SLHFH��QDPHO\�KRZ�LQWHUWZLQHG�
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Positive illusions of the future continue to be an obstruction to 
OLEHUDWLRQ��7KH�P\WK�WKDW�DV�OLQHDU�WLPH�SURJUHVVHV��VRFLHW\�SURJUHVVHV�
WR�EH�PRUH�HTXLWDEOH��HDV\�WR�OLYH�LQ��L�H��EHWWHU��LV�SHUYDVLYH�LQ�VRFLHW\�
ZULW�ODUJH��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�XWRSLDQ�OHIW�WKLQNLQJ��:LWKLQ�WKLV�QRWLRQ�OLHV�D�
sense of hope that motivates organizations to hold the rally or the 
OHIWLVW�WR�YRWH�IRU�WKH�GHPRFUDW��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�
side of history in a future that will eventually come to pass. The reĥ
jection of this futurity is present in many contemporary anarchist criĥ
WLTXHV�DQG�FDOOV�WR�DFWLRQ��7KH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�LV�JXDUDQWHHG�DQG�
the only semblance of time one has any ability to act in is the now is 
D�SRZHUIXO�QRWLRQ�LQ�LQVSLULQJ�SHRSOH�WR�DFW��,Q�%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�)ODPH��
the author touches on the unwillingness to act by the communist 
underground orgs in the camps saying they were focused on “poĥ
litical fantasizing and planning future governments” while those who 
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200 additional people accused of participation in some degree. This 
DFWLRQ�ZDV�WRRN�QHDU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZDU��VR�WKH�DEVROXWH�HɱHFW�RI�WKLV�
UHEHOOLRQ�FDQ�QRW�UHDOO\�EH�JDXJHG��EXW�LW�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\�PRUH�HɱHFWXDO�
WKDQ�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�DQ�XSULVLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�QHYHU�FRPH��DV�WKH�)LJKWLQJ�
*URXS�GLG��7KH�LQVWDQFHV�RI�UHEHOOLRQ�DW�6DFKVHQKDXVHQ�DQG�$XVFKZLW]�
GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�GLɱHUHQFHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�WDON�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�DFW��DQG�
the possibilities that lie within action.

$SSO\LQJ�WKLV�FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKPHQW�FULWLTXH�WR�WKH�PRGHUQ�GD\�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPSV�WKDW�DUH�SULVRQV��WKHPVHOYHV�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�FKDWWHO�VODYHU\�WKDW�LQVSLUHG�+LWOHU��LWV�RGG�WKDW�WKH�DGYHQWXULVP�
FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKPHQW�FULWLTXH�LV�QRW�W\SLFDOO\�OHYLHG�DJDLQVW�SULVRQ�
UHEHOV��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�SULVRQHUV�WRGD\�IDFH�VLPLODU�FRQGLWLRQV�
to those in nazi concentration camps. That would be the conclusion 
WR�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�SULVRQ�UHEHOOLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�ORJLF��$IWHU�D�ODUJH�
VFDOH�SULVRQ�UHEHOOLRQ��FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKPHQW�FDQ�FHUWDLQO\�EH�H[SHFWHG��
7KH�UHEHOV��ZKR�NQRZ�WKLV�DQG�KDYH�ZHLJKHG�WKDW�UHDOLW\��VWLOO�RSW�WR�
UHEHO��7KH\�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH�DFWLRQV�WKDW�WKH\�WDNH�ZLOO�KDYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��
but they see action as the most meaningful response to their situation. 
$UH�WKHVH�UHEHOOLRQV�VHHQ�DV�RWKHU�WR�UHEHOOLRQV�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH"�$UH�
WKH\�QHJOHFWHG�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�W\SLFDOO\�DUH�PDNLQJ�WKLV�DGYHQWXULVW�
FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKPHQW�FULWLTXH"



the cruelties of the system are not waged upon them. While fear of 
WKHVH�IRUFHV�LV�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH��UHVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�V\VWHP�LV�DQ�XUJHQW�
LVVXH�DQG�WKLV�IHDU�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�UHDVRQ�IRU�KHVLWDWLRQ�DQG�LQDFWLRQ��
EXW�LQWXLWLYH�SODQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�RQH�UHVLVWV��$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW�LW�LV�
courageous to actively resist the institutions of violence that govern 
RXU�OLYHV��WKH�OLQHDJH�RI�YLROHQFH�WKDW�XSKROGV�GRPLQDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
brought down by good vibes and intentions.

5HLWHUDWLQJ�WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�+LWOHU�WRRN�IURP�WKH�86��WKH�ODJHUV�ZHUH�
GHVLJQHG�H[SOLFLWO\�WR�³VKDWWHU�WKH�DGYHUVDULHV�FDSDFLW\�WR�UHVLVW´��
ZKHUH�-HZV�ZHUH�H[SHULPHQWHG�XSRQ�WR�FUHDWH�D�VWHULOH�UDFH�RI�DQLPDO�
OLNH�FUHDWXUHV�VROHO\�DGDSWHG�IRU�ZRUN��,Q�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKHVH�UHDOLWLHV��
D�VSRQWDQHRXV�ODJHU�UHEHOOLRQ�ZDV�HQDFWHG�LQ�6DFKVHQKDXVHQ�E\�-HZLVK�
communists who caught wind of their imminent transportation to the 
gas chambers. They appealed to the communist leaders of a resistance 
organization with a plan for open revolt and an appeal for weapons. 
7KH�FRPPXQLVWV��FLWLQJ�IHDU�RI�FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKPHQW��OHW�WKHLU�VXSSRVHG�
FRPUDGHV�¿JKW�EDFN�DORQH��SHULVKLQJ�HPSW\�KDQGHG��VWULNLQJ�EDFN�DW�
WKH�QD]LV�ZLWK�DOO�WKH\�KDG��WKHLU�EDUH�¿VWV��7LPH�DQG�WLPH�DJDLQ�WKLV�
QDUUDWLYH�FRPHV�XS�RI�GHVSHUDWH�SHRSOH�ORRNLQJ�DW�RWKHUV�ZKR�SURFODLP�
WR�EH�WKHLU�FRPUDGHV��RQO\�WR�EH�PHW�ZLWK�DSSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�IHDU��
$QRWKHU�H[DPSOH�IURP�$XVFKZLW]��ZKHUH�D�GHWDLO�RI�PRVWO\�-HZV�ZKR�
RSHUDWHG�WKH�FUHPDWRULXPV��WKH�6RQGHUNRPPDQGR��ZHUH�VSXUUHG�WR�
DFWLRQ�E\�WKH�RQJRLQJ�OLTXLGDWLRQ�RI�+XQJDULDQ�-HZV��7KHLU�GHWDLO�
ZDV�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�IUHTXHQW�WXUQ�RYHU�DV�ZHOO��7KH�6RQGHUNRPPDQGR�
DSSURDFKHG�WKH�UHVLVWDQFH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�)LJKWLQJ�*URXS��DERXW�
SODQQLQJ�D�UHYROW��EXW�LQ�D�IDPLOLDU�UHEXNH�ZHUH�PHW�ZLWK�UHOXFWDQFH�
and told “the time was not ripe for revolt”. The reluctance may have 
EHHQ�GXH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�)LJKWLQJ�*URXS�ZDV�QRW�LQ�DQ\�LPPHGLDWH�
GDQJHU��7KH�6RQGHUNRPPDQGR�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH\�VWRRG�DORQH��DQG�
DOWKRXJK�WKH�)LJKWLQJ�*URXS�GLG�QRW�SURYLGH�DUPV��WKH\�GLG�SURYLGH�
D�VPDOO�DPRXQW�RI�H[SORVLYHV��2Q�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�UHYROW��WKH�6RQGHUĥ
NRPPDQGR�DWWDFNHG�WKHLU�66�RYHUVHHUV�LQ�&UHPDWRULXP�,9�XVLQJ�
KDPPHUV��D[HV��VWRQHV��DQG�KDQGPDGH�JUHQDGHV��(YHQWXDOO\��WKH\�EOHZ�
XS�D�FUHPDWRULXP��&UHPDWRULXP�,,�DOVR�ZDV�DWWDFNHG��D�JXDUG�ZDV�
VKRYHG�LQWR�DQ�RYHQ��WKH�EXLOGLQJ�OLW�RQ�¿UH��DQG�66�PHQ�DWWDFNHG��
3HRSOH�ZHUH�DOVR�DEOH�WR�PRPHQWDULO\�HVFDSH�WKH�FDPS��(YHQWXDOO\��
HYHU\RQH�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�UHYROW�ZDV�H[HFXWHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�
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the systems we struggle against today are with those they owe their 
EUXWDO�OLQHDJH�WR��,W�DOVR�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�PRVW�DGYDQFHG�
technology of the industrial age as tools of domination being used 
along the oldest tools of domination. The all encompassing lineage of 
domination has only expanded its capacity for violence and surveillance 
in an attempt to control more of our lives as time progresses.

7KLV�SLHFH�ZLOO�QRW�JR�LQWR�JUHDW�GHWDLO�DERXW�WKH�VSHFL¿FV�RI�WKH�
XSULVLQJV�IRU�EUHYLWLHV�VDNH��7KH�6RELERU�XSULVLQJ�ZDV�D�SODQQHG�XSĥ
ULVLQJ�LQYROYLQJ�a����LQPDWHV������SHRSOH�WULHG�WR�HVFDSH��RI�WKRVH�����
GLHG�E\�HLWKHU�JXQ¿UH�RU�ODQGPLQHV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�FDPS��(YHU\RQH�
ZKR�UHPDLQHG�LQ�WKH�FDPS�ZDV�NLOOHG��,Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ����GD\V������
OLEHUDWHG�SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�UHFDSWXUHG�DQG�PXUGHUHG��$ERXW����WR����
people survived the Sobibor extermination camp and the end of the 
ZDU��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�XSULVLQJ��-HZLVK�VODYHV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�IURP�7UHEOLQND�
to dismantle the camp. They demolished most of the buildings and 
SODQWHG�WKHP�RYHU�ZLWK�SLQH�WUHHV��7KH�-HZLVK�VODYHV�ZHUH�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
VKRW��7KLV��KRZHYHU��PDUNHG�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�6RELERU�H[WHUPLQDWLRQ�
FDPS��$QRWKHU�VXFK�XSULVLQJ�ZDV�WKDW�DW�7UHEOLQND��ZKHUH�D�ZRUNHU�
FRXOG�H[SHFW�WR�OLYH���WR���ZHHNV��7KH�XSULVLQJ�DW�7UHEOLQND�ZDV�DOVR�
planned. Prisoners had gained access to the armory and engage in 
DUPHG�FRPEDW�ZLWK�WKHLU�RYHUVHHUV��KRZHYHU�WKLV�KDSSHQHG�SUHPDWXUHO\�
EHIRUH�WKH�SKRQH�OLQHV�FRXOG�EH�FXW�DQG�HYHU\RQH�FRXOG�EH�DUPHG��$UVRQ�
ZDV�WKH�PHWKRG�RI�FKRLFH�IRU�VWUXFWXUH�GHVWUXFWLRQ��5LFKDUG�*OD]HU��
DQ�HVFDSHH�WKDW�VXUYLYHG�WKH�ZDU��ZURWH�RI�WKDW�QLJKW�³7KH�¿HU\�JORZ�
WKDW�SRXUHG�IRUWK�RYHU�7UHEOLQND�WKDW�QLJKW�KDG�D�GLɱHUHQW�FRORU���
WKDQ�WKH�RQH�RI�DOO�SUHYLRXV�QLJKWV´��(VWLPDWHV�RI�����WR�����SULVRQHUV�
HVFDSHG��ZKHUH�XOWLPDWHO\����VXUYLYHG�WKH�ZDU�

,Q�WKH�FDVHV�RI�WKH�6RELERU�DQG�7UHEOLQND�XSULVLQJV��WKH\�ZHUH�
clandestinely planned and executed. These acts were not political 
DFWV��WKHVH�ZHUH�DFWV�RI�VXUYLYDO��7KH\�ZHUH�DQ�DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�WKDW�
WKHUH�ZDV�QR�KRSH�IRU�VDYLRU��ZLWK�DOO�WKH�FDSDFLW\�WKH�SULVRQHUV�KDG��
WKH\�QHHGHG�WR�¿JKW�EDFN�LI�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�DQ\RQH�IURP�WKH�FDPSV�
ZHUH�WR�KDYH�D�FKDQFH�WR�VXUYLYH��WR�WHOO�WKH�VWRULHV�RI�WKH�KRUURUV�WKH\�
KDG�ZLWQHVVHG��7KHVH�XSULVLQJV�ZHUH�PHVV\��WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�FDUULHG�RXW�
E\�H[SHUWV��WKH\�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�SHRSOH�ZKR�VDZ�WKHVH�UHYROWV�DV�
WKHLU�RQO\�FKDQFH�DW�VXUYLYDO��,I�WKH\�ZHUHQ¶W�WR�VXUYLYH��DW�OHDVW�WKH\�
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PD\�WDNH�VRPH�QD]L¶V�ZLWK�WKHP��7R�JDXJH�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKHVH�XSULVLQJV�
LV�GLɷFXOW��D�ORW�RI�WKH�UHEHOV�DQG�RWKHUV�ZHUH�NLOOHG��+RZHYHU��WKH�HQG�
RI�6RELERU�DV�DQ�H[WHUPLQDWLRQ�FDPS�ZDV�D�YLFWRU\��DV�ZDV�HYHU\�RQH�
WKDW�HVFDSHG�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�HYHQ�PRPHQWDU\�OLEHUDWLRQ��DQG�HYHQ�
more so those who survived to the end of the war. These revolts were 
only possible because some were brave enough to act in the face of 
hopelessness against an absolutely heinous system of domination. 
7KH�¿HU\�QLJKW�VN\�RYHU�7UHEOLQND�DQG�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH��UG�SUHFLQFW�EHLQJ�VHW�
DEOD]H�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�EHDXW\�LQ�SRVVLELOLW\��LI�SHRSOH�GDUH�WU\�WR�VXFFHHG�

What distinguishes between the passivity of everyday and active 
UHEHOOLRQV"�%OHVVHG�LV�WKH�)ODPH�WDONV�RI�/DXUHQ�%HUODQWV�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�
FRQFHSW�RI�³FUXHO�RSWLPLVPV´��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�SHRSOH��HYHQ�ZKHQ�IDFLQJ�
XQLPDJLQDEOH�KRUURUV��ZRXOG�UDWKHU�OLYH�JRYHUQHG�E\�WKH�³ZHOO´�
VWUXFWXUHG�RSWLRQV�VHW�EHIRUH�WKHP��RXW�RI�VRPH�PLVJXLGHG�VHQVH�RI�
hope that eventually the progressive myth of history will be realized. 
7KLV��IRU�PDQ\��LV�HDVLHU�WR�FRQFHLYH�RI�WKDQ�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�WR�EH�
the one to act themselves to achieve their desires...and they may fail. 
To rebel in situations such as the holocaust or in the face of police 
RFFXSDWLRQ�LV�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�WUXH�VHULRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�
RQH�LV�LQ��WR�GLVVROYH�WKHVH�FUXHO�RSWLPLVPV��DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�QR�
VWUXFWXUH�ZLOO�VDYH�RU�SURWHFW�\RX��WKHUH�LV�\RX��WKH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�
\RX��DQG�WKH�FKRLFHV�\RX�PDNH��$FFHSWLQJ�WKH�VHULRXVQHVV�RI�D�VLWXDWLRQ�
and acting in accordance to that seriousness allows for the possibility of 
OLEHUDWLRQ��LI�RQO\�PRPHQWDU\��,W�LV�LQ�WKHVH�PRPHQWV�WKDW�WKH�FRPSRVXUH�
RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�LV�HYLGHQW��GR�WKH\�WDON�WKH�WDON�DV�ZHOO�DV�ZDON�WKH�ZDON�

The US rebellions of 2020 were insurrections proliferated by units of 
DɷQLW\��7KH�DɷQLWLHV�LQ�WKHVH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�QRW�SROLWLFDO�
ĪKRZHYHU��LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�WKH\�PD\�EHī��EXW�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW�VHHP�
EDVHG�RQ�SHRSOHV�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�JRDOV��$ɷQLW\�LQ�WKLV�LQVWDQFH�LV�
D�VLPSOH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUG��QDPHO\�VKDULQJ�D�FRPPRQDOLW\�RI�
WKRXJKW�ZLWK�RWKHUV��ZKHWKHU�WKDW�EH�JRDOV��GHVLUHV��IULHQGVKLS��HWF��
People may roll up to a thing with their friends having the intentions 
RI�EHLQJ�D�SUHVHQFH��RU�ORRWLQJ��RU�¿JKWLQJ�WKH�SROLFH��RU�WKLV�RU�WKDW��
WKHVH�DUH�SUHĥH[LVWLQJ�QHWZRUNV�RI�DɷQLW\�WKDW�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKHVH�
LQVXUUHFWLRQV��2WKHU�DɷQLW\�IRUPDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�JRDO�RULHQWHG�RQHV�
WKDW�KDSSHQ�LQ�D�PRPHQW��:KHQ�SHRSOH�DUH�¿JKWLQJ�WKH�SROLFH�WR�JHW�
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,Q�%XFKHQZDOG��(OLH�OLVWHQHG�DV�KLV�IDWKHU�ZDV�EHDW�WR�GHDWK�E\�QD]LV��
KLV�IDWKHU�FU\LQJ�RXW�IRU�KLP��(OLH�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�PXWWHU�D�ZRUG��OHVW�
KH�VXɱHU�WKH�VDPH�IDWH��7KLV�EULQJV�WR�WKRXJKW�WKH�PDQ\��PRVWO\�EODFN�
PHQ��WKH�86�KDV�ZDWFKHG�EH�PXUGHUHG�E\�SROLFH��FU\LQJ�RXW�IRU�WKHLU�
loved ones. The cruelty of those who can do that can not be overstated. 
This cruelty is intended to breed a desired response in populations...fear. 
These cruelties are designed into systems such that resistance to the 
dominant order illicits a fear response in a dominated population. 
+RZHYHU��E\�H[SOLFLW�GHVLJQ��WKHVH�FUXHOWLHV�DUH�QRW�UHOHJDWHG�WR�MXVW�
WKRVH�ZKR�UHVLVW�GRPLQDQW�V\VWHPV�DFWLYHO\��WKH\�DUH�DOVR�UHOHJDWHG�WR�
WKRVH�ZKRVH�YHU\�H[LVWHQFHV�ZHUH�H[SOLFLWO\�H[FOXGHG�IURP�WKH�EHQH¿WV�
of white civil society by the mythos upon which it is constructed. This 
LV�HYLGHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�PXUGHUV�RI�7DPLU�5LFH��D����\HDU�ROG�FKLOG�
ZKR�ZDV�OHJDOO\�PXUGHUHG�E\�SROLFH�IRU�SOD\LQJ�LQ�D�SDUN�RU�%UHRQQD�
7D\ORU�ZKR�ZDV�OHJDOO\�PXUGHUHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH�LQ�D�ERWFKHG�UDLG��DV�VKH�
ZDV�DVOHHS��WKH�RQO\�FULPH2  committed by her murderers being a stray 
bullet in the wall that put her neighbors in danger. The design of 
WKH�ODZV�RI�WKH�86�MXVWL¿HG�WKHVH�PXUGHUV�EHFDXVH�DQWLĥEODFNQHVV�LV�
IXQGDPHQWDO�WR�WKHP��WKH\�DUH�QRW�DQRPDOLHV�LQ�WKH�ODZ��EXW�H[SOLFLWO\�
how the law is meant to function. Many live under the assumption 
WKDW�LI�WKH\�EHKDYH��WKDW�LI�WKH\�REH\�WKH�ODZV�RI�WKH�86��WKDW�WKH\�
FDQ�VWHHU�FOHDU�RI�WKHVH�FUXHOWLHV��)RU�EODFN�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�86��WKLV�
LV�VLPSO\�QRW�DQ�RSWLRQ��WKH�PXUGHUV�RI�7DPLU�DQG�%UHRQQD��DPRQJ�
PDQ\�RWKHUV�VKRZV�WKLV��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�HQWUHQFKHG�
cruelty foundational to the US can be waged against anyone whose 
H[LVWHQFH�RU�DFWLRQV�GHYLDWH�IURP�WKDW�FRGL¿HG�E\�WKH�QRUPV�RI�
ZKLWH�FLYLOLW\��7KLV�LV�H[HPSOL¿HG�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�ZKLWH�VXSUHPDFLVWV�
are able to murder rebels in the street and get away with their lives. 
5HVLVWDQFH�WR�ZKLWH�VXSUHPDF\�DQG�FRORQLDO�SRZHU�LV�DOZD\V�D�OLIH�RU�
GHDWK�LVVXH��([WUDĥOHJDO�ZKLWH�VXSUHPDFLVW�PXUGHUHUV�DUH�IXQFWLRQDU\V�
RI�WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�WKH�86��QRW�GHYLDQW�IURP�LW��7KH\�DUH�PRUH�RIWHQ�
WKDQ�QRW�SHDFHDEO\�DSSUHKHQGHG�E\�SROLFH��ZLWK�URXQGV�XSRQ�URXQGV�
RI�H[WUD�DPPXQLWLRQ��WKHLU�ZHDSRQV�VWLOO�VWUDSSHG�WR�WKHLU�ERGLHV��
7KH\�DUH�HYHQ�WDNHQ�WR�%XUJHU�.LQJ�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\V�WR�MDLO�RU�DUH�DEOH�WR�
PDNH�WKHLU���PLOOLRQ�GROODU�EDLO�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FRDOHVFHQFH�RI�VXSSRUW�
by the forces of white supremacy. The police and these murderers 
DUH���ZLQJV�RI�WKH�VDPH�LGHRORJ\��WKH\�DUH�QRW�DGYHUVDULHV��DQG�WKXV�
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LW¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�JHWV�SHUSHWXDWHG�(9(1�DW�WKH�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�
police brutality. The police can act as cruelly as they desire and 
PXUGHU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�QHDU�LPSXQLW\��WKH\�GRQ¶W�QHHG�DQ�H[FXVH�WR�XVH�
YLROHQFH��WKHLU�HQWLUH�H[LVWHQFH�LV�WR�SHUSHWXDWH�YLROHQFH�

While on the surface level collective punishment might seem blame 
ZRUWK\��GUDZLQJ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�WKH�ODJHUV��QD]LV�ZRXOG�VXEMHFW�WKRVH�
LQ�WKH�FDPSV�WR�DOO�NLQGV�RI�DWURFLWLHV�DQG�WRUWXUH��:KLOH�RQH�PD\�
DVVLJQ�EODPH�WR�UHEHOV�GXH�WR�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�DFWLRQ�FRQVHTXHQFH�
G\QDPLF�EHWZHHQ�FROOHFWLYH�SXQLVKPHQW�DQG�UHEHOOLRQ��WKLV�LV�ERWK�D�
UHDFWLRQDU\�DQG�UHGXFWLYLVW�YLHZ��,W�QHJOHFWV�WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�
material reality people were facing in the camps. Upon entry people 
GHHPHG�QRW�¿W�WR�ZRUN�ZHUH�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�H[WHUPLQDWHG�XVLQJ�WKH�
SHDN�RI�PRGHUQ�LQGXVWULDO�WHFKQRORJ\��7KRVH�OHIW�DOLYH�RQO\�KHDUG�
ZKLVSHUV�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�VKRZHUV��EXW�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�GLJJLQJ�
PDVV�JUDYHV��VLIWLQJ�WKURXJK�SLOHV�RI�WHHWK�IRU�YDOXDEOH�PHWDOV��DQG�
FROOHFWLQJ�KXPDQ�KDLU�IRU�SLOORZ�VWXɷQJ�WKH\�NQHZ�ZKDW�IDWH�WKH\�
KDG�LQ�VWRUH��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�LOOXVLRQV��QR�UHDVRQ�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
they would escape the all encompassing reality that was the hell 
RI�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPS�OLIH��7KH\�QHYHU�NQHZ�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH\�
ZRXOG�VXUYLYH�IRU�DQRWKHU�GD\��OHW�DORQH�VHH�WKHLU�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�
again. The perceived total control of the nazis and the brutalism that 
WKH\�H[KLELWHG�WRZDUG�WKH�HQVODYHG�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�PDNH�WKHP�ORVH�
DOO�KRSH�DQG�GHSHUVRQLI\�WKHP��LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV�LW�GLG��,Q�WKH�ORVV�RI�
KRSH��KRZHYHU��PDQ\�GLVFRYHUHG�D�IUHHGRP��,I�WKH\�ZHUH�FRPSOHWHO\�
DQG�XWWHUO\�IXFNHG��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�HVFDSH�IURP�WKH�GHDWK�FDPSV��WKH�
RQO\�FHUWDLQW\�ZDV�PLVHU\�DQG�SDLQ��WKDQ�ZK\�QRW�UHEHO��LI�QRW�IRU�WKH�
PHUH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORRN�RQ�D�QD]L¶V�IDFH�ZKHQ�WKH\�VDZ�WKH�ODVW�
bit of free will of the imprisoned was pure hostility towards their 
oppressors.

For those of us living in the shadows of colonization and capital the illusion 
of safety for some is predicated on the institutional domination and mass 
death of others. The use of extraordinary violence to maintain this 
illusion is built into the philosophy of civilization. The subjugation 
intended by violent oppression is a commonality among regimes 
RI�GRPLQDWLRQ��$�SDUWLFXODUO\�VWULNLQJ�DQHFGRWH�H[HPSOLI\LQJ�WKLV�
FRPHV�IURP�(OLH�:LHVHO��D�VXUYLYRU�RI�%XFKHQZDOG�DQG�$XVFKZLW]��
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WKHP�Rɱ�WKH�EORFN��WKH\�DUH�QRW�WDNLQJ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�VXUYH\�RI�HYHU\ĥ
RQH�WKHUH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKR�LV�GRZQ�WR�WKURZ�D�URFN�RU�QRW��7KHUH�
VLPSO\�DUH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�WKURZLQJ�URFNV��WRJHWKHU��LQ�PRPHQWDU\�
DɷQLW\�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�JRDO��7KLV�REYLRXV�
point is stated to undermine notions of preconceived or orchestrated 
DWWDFN�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�GRPLQDQW�LQ�SXEOLF�GLVFXVVLRQ��WKHVH�DɷQLW\�
formations are not the product of some form of organized political 
DJLWDWLRQ��EXW�PLFURĥVFDOH�SUHĥH[LVWLQJ�IRUPDWLRQV�WKDW�IUHHO\�FRPH�
WRJHWKHU�DQG�DSDUW�LQFRKHUHQWO\�LQ�VSHFL¿F�PRPHQWV��7KHVH�PRPHQWV�
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�EHDXWLIXO�LQWHUDFWLRQV�RI�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV��
whether it was people congratulating strangers for beaming cops in the 
KHDG�ZLWK�FHPHQW�SLHFHV��SHRSOH�VKDULQJ�SURMHFWLOHV�ZLWK�VWUDQJHUV��
VWUDQJHUV�MDFNLQJ�RSHQ�WKH�UROO�GRZQ�RI�WKH�SKDUPDF\�WRJHWKHU��
EUHDNLQJ�ZLQGRZV�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�VWRUH��OLTXLGDWLQJ�DQ�HQWLUH�VWRUH�
RQWR�WKH�VLGHZDON��RU�OHWWLQJ�SHRSOH�NQRZ�ZKDW�VWRUHV�ZHUH�RSHQ�VR�
FDU�FDUDYDQV�FRXOG�PDNH�WKHLU�ZD\�WKHUH��7KHVH�PRPHQWDU\�DɷQLWLHV�
QRW�RQO\�OHQG�R[\JHQ�WR�WKH�¿UH�RI�LQVXUUHFWLRQ��EXW�WKHVH�IRUPDWLRQV�
EXLOG�D�FRPPXQDO�NQRZOHGJH�RI�UHEHOOLRQ�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�WKDW�LV�
XQEUHDNDEOH�E\�LQ¿OWUDWLRQ�

7KH�DQWLĥSROLWLFDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV�LV�H[HPSOL¿HG�E\�DQ�
H[SOLFLW�ODFN�RI�GHPDQGV�RU�DSSHDOV�WR�DXWKRULW\�ZLWKLQ�WKHP��7KDW�
is not to say individuals within the rebellions do not try to negotiate 
RU�PDNH�GHPDQGV�LQ�EDG�IDLWK��EXW�XOWLPDWHO\�WKH�VWDWH�FDQ�QRW�
negotiate with chaos. The chaos of the insurrection is what gives our 
GHVLUHV�SRZHU��7KH�VLPXOWDQHRXV�DV\PPHWULF�DWWDFNV�RQ�WKH�V\VWHP�
that is the riot undermines a central operating principle of the state 
LQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�RUGHU�RI�WKH�V\VWHP��WKDW�RI�FHQWUDOL]DWLRQ�RI�
resources and force that allow for the illusion of the security of the 
VWDWH�WR�EH�SUHVHUYHG��$V�WKH�SROLFH�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�VWDWHG�LQ�PDQ\�
FLWLHV��WKH\�FDQ�KDQGOH�RQH�������SHUVRQ�SURWHVW��EXW�QRW���������
SHUVRQ�SURWHVWV��7KXV��WKH�ULRW�LV�QRW�VRPH�DSROLWLFDO�GHVLUH�WR�
GHVWUR\�IRU�GHVWUXFWLRQV�VDNH��EXW�D�VWUDWHJLF�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
fact that absolute destruction is the most meaningful response that 
can be mustered against the all encompassing systems of domination. 
7R�SDUDSKUDVH�%DNXQLQ��³GHVWUXFWLRQ�LV�D�FUHDWLYH�SDVVLRQ´��ZLWKLQ�
WKH�YRLG�RI�D�EODQN�FDQYDV�RQH�FDQ�LPDJLQH�LQ¿QLWH�SRVVLELOLWLHV��7KH�
ODJHUV�ZHUH�QRW�OLEHUDWHG�E\�UHIRUP��DSSHDOV�WR�WKH�66¶V�KXPDQLW\��
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SHWLWLRQ��SHDFHIXO�SURWHVW��7KH\�ZHUH�OLEHUDWHG�E\�SHRSOH�GHGLFDWHG�
to the destruction of the nazi regime. There are many comparisons 
RI�WKH�86�JRYHUQPHQW�EHLQJ�DNLQ�WR�WKH�QD]L�UHJLPH�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�WKDW�
they murder and incarcerate those deemed undesirable by the underĥ
lying national philosophy. What people are doing now is exactly what 
WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�GRLQJ�LQ�WKH�����¶V�DQG���¶V�

7KH�OLEHUDO�YRLFHV�ZKR�DGYRFDWH�GHIXQGLQJ��PRUH�IXQGLQJ��PRUH�
WUDLQLQJ��HWF��KDYH�EHHQ�VXFFHVVIXO�DW�UHFXSHUDWLQJ�PHVVDJLQJ�DURXQG�
WKH�PRUH�SHDFHDEOH�VSDFH�RQ�WKH�HGJHV�RI�WKH�LQVXUUHFWLRQV��EXW�WKHVH�
YRLFHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�WKH�GRPLQDWH�YRLFHV��MXVW�WKH�RQHV�JLYHQ�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�PDLQVWUHDP�DWWHQWLRQ��7KH�UHFXSHUDWLYH�HɱRUWV�GLG�QRW�
HQG�WKH�ULRWV��EXW�EHFDPH�ORXGHU�YRLFHV�DIWHU�WKH\�KDG�EXUQHG�RXW��
+RZ�FDQ�PLOTXHWRDVW�FDOOV�IRU�UHIRUP�FRPSHWH�ZLWK�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�
3rd precinct being burnt to the ground? How does one recuperate 
WKDW"�7KLV�LV�WKH�SRLQW�RI�D�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�DQWLĥSROLWLFDO�LQVXUUHFWLRQ����
WKH\�FDQ�QRW��7U\�DV�WKH\�PLJKW��RQH�FDQ�QRW�ORJLFDOO\�ZRUN�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
V\VWHP�WR�EXUQ�GRZQ�HYHU\�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�DQG�ORRW�HYHU\�WDUJHW��7KDW¶V�
ZK\�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�VR�PXFK�HɱRUW�SXW�LQWR�VQLWFK�MDFNHWWLQJ��RWKHULQJ��
and moralizing how people participate in these insurrections. The 
EXUQLQJ�GRZQ�RI�WKH��UG�SUHFLQFW��WKH�QRZ�ULWXDOLVWLF�EXUQLQJ�RI�
SROLFH�FDUV��WKHVH�DUH�V\PEROV�LQ�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�WKDW�
UHFXSHUDWLYH�IRUFHV�FDQ�QHYHU�WDNH�DZD\��7KHVH�DUH�KRSHIXO�V\PEROV��
not because they will aid in the progression of society towards someĥ
WKLQJ�EHWWHU��EXW�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKH�DFULG�EODFN�VPRNH�RI�WKHVH�DFWV�RI�
symbolic destruction liberatory possibility demonstrated. There is 
nothing stopping every precinct from being the 3rd aside from our 
collective desire to do so.
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There is an interesting connection to be made between the collective 
punishment experienced in the lagers and the collective punishment 
ZDUQHG�DERXW�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�GD\�OHIWLVW�FULWLTXH�RI�³DGYHQWXULVWV´�DQG�
“outside agitators” that is used to paint escalatory rebels as other to a 
PRYHPHQW�RU�WR�FROOHFWLYH�JRDOV��7KH�FUX[�RI�WKLV�FULWLTXH�LV�WKDW�RQH�
will get others hurt if one decides to rebel too “aggressively”. This 
FRQFOXVLRQ��LV�QRW�RQO\�QDLYH�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKRVH�OHY\LQJ�WKH�FULWLFLVP��
but it also does not come from a place of tactical understanding 
RU�JHQXLQH�ZLVGRP��LW�LV�D�IHDU�UHVSRQVH��7KH�DUJXPHQW�RI�³FROOHFWLYH�
SXQLVKPHQW´�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�IRU�³RXWVLGH�DJLWDWRUV´�EHLQJ�³DGYHQWXULVWV´�
LV�DQ�RYHUDOO�KDUPIXO�DUJXPHQW�DW�EHVW��WDNLQJ�DZD\�SRZHU�IURP�WKRVH�
courageous enough to directly confront the dominant forces that 
VWDQG�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�FROOHFWLYH�OLEHUDWLRQ��7KRVH�PDNLQJ�WKLV�FULWLTXH�
HVFKHZ�UDGLFDO�VROLGDULW\�WR�WLH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�D�*RUGLDQ�NQRW�RI�
SVHXGRĥUDGLFDOLVP�WR�VLGH�ZLWK�GRPLQDWLRQ��7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�
ZLWK�H[SHULHQFLQJ�IHDU��KRZHYHU�WKDW�LV�D�SHUVRQDO�UHVSRQVH�RQH�PXVW�
deal with themselves and not project their fears onto others. Not 
RQO\�LV�LW�D�SURMHFWLRQ�RI�IHDU�DQG�D�IDLOLQJ�RI�VROLGDULW\��LW�SOD\V�
LQWR�WKH�KLVWRULFDOO\�UDFLVW�WURSH�RI�WKH�³RXWVLGH�DJLWDWRU´��DV�ZHOO�DV�
the privileged perception that the police will not hurt people if they 
DUH�QRW�GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�³ZURQJ´��%RWK�RI�WKHVH�JXWĥUHDFWLRQ�LGHDV�DUH�
ridiculous. The outside agitator trope was used to disempower and 
GHOHJLWLPDWH�RUJDQLF�EODFN�UHVLVWDQFH�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�86�LQ�WKH���¶V�
by casting blame on northern white radicals instigating and driving 
protests. The wrongfulness of this concept should not need to be 
H[SODLQHG��KRZHYHU��WKH�SUREOHP�ZLWK�SHUSHWXDWLQJ�WKLV�FRQFHSW�LV�
the erasure of people rebelling in any circumstance. Whether it is 
VSRQWDQHRXV�UHEHOOLRQ�RYHU�WKH�SROLFH�NLOOLQJ�RI�DQRWKHU�EODFN�SHUVRQ��
D�SODQQHG�WDUJHWHG�DWWDFN��RU�D�PRUH�URZG\�EUHDN�Rɱ�RI�D�³SHDFHIXO´�
PDUFK��WKLV�FRQFHSW�KRPRJHQL]HV�DQG�HUDVHV�SHRSOH�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�
resistance because of assumptions that are made to perpetuate the 
WURSH��7KH�³DGYHQWXULVW´�WURSH�LV�VLPLODU��EXW�LV�XVXDOO\�XVHG�E\�FRPPXQLVWV�
WR�FULWLTXH�DQDUFKLVWLF�DFWLRQ�IURP�D�SODFH�RI�SDWHUQDOLVP�DQG�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�
FRQWURO�RYHU�D�VLWXDWLRQ��VHSDUDWLQJ�UHEHOV�LQWR�³JRRG´�DQG�³EDG´�DQG�
KRPRJHQL]LQJ�ERWK�FDWHJRULHV��$JDLQ��WKH�ZURQJIXOQHVV�RI�³WKH�SROLFH�
ZRQ¶W�KXUW�XV�XQOHVV�ZH¶UH�EDG´�VKRXOG�QRW�KDYH�WR�EH�H[SODLQHG��EXW�
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Fear & Collective Punishment:


